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EDITORIAL 


PRAECLARUM Advertising 


In this issue we have the first of a 
regular series of advertisements 
placed jointly by York Motors and 
U.K. Motors, Special Retailers for 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in 
New South Wales and Queensland 
respectively. The revenue from this 
and other advertising will be used to 
off-set the increasing cost of produc- 
ing PRAECLARUM. If sufficient 
advertising space can be sold we 
may even be able to increase the 
size of the magazine. At present a 
20-page issue is only an occasional 
luxury, but if costs can be off-set in 
this way, 20 pages may become the 
norm and we may even be able to 
indulge ourselves with an occasion- 
al 24-page issue! 


Canberra Trophy 


The A.C.T. Branch has donated a 
new trophy for presentation at Fed- 
eral Rallies, commencing with the 
forthcoming Rally in Perth. Called 
“The Canberra Trophy’’, this new 
trophy will be presented to the 
owner of the best Silver Spirit, Bent- 
ley Mulsanne or derivative at each 
Federal Rally. A.C.T. Branch Secret- 
ary lan Dunn will make the first 
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presentation of The Canberra Tro- 
phy in Perth next month. 


“Turbo R” 


In PRAECLARUM 4-84 (p.982) 
Penn Bradly pondered the possibil- 
ity of a future Rolls-Royce produced 
car having ‘‘mag’’ wheels. Taking 
the term ‘“mag’’ to be a generic term 
for alloy wheels, this prediction has 
now come to pass. The new Bentley 
“Turbo R’’ (R for Roadholding) has 
low-profile (275/55VR15) radial-ply 
tyres on alloy wheels and a new 
facia layout featuring a tachometer 
and centre console. 


Etherial Thoughts 

in one of his regular letters, 
Roger Thiedeman (Editor of the ex- 
cellent Newsletter of the Victoria 


Branch) mused: “to the devoted 
Rolls-Royce fancier Heaven must 
surely be a place where one spends 


—, 


one’s days, from Dawn till the leng- 
thening of Shadows, reclining on a 
Silver Cloud, and engaged in 
pleasant conversation with other 
Ghosts, Phantoms, Spectres and 
Wraiths. Sipping Spirits of Ecstasy 
from a 31%-litre flagon, while nib- 
bling on Corniche pasties, one need 
not give a Continental about ex- 
ceeding the Legalimit! (I thought that 
up on the Spur of the moment!!)’’ 


The Cookie 


John Fasal wrote from London to 
point out that Charles Rolls’ 70 h.p. 
Balloon Car referred to and illustrat- 


ed in my “HJ. Mulliner of Chis- 
wick” article (2-85, p.1041) was not 
“Silver Rogue” but “The Cookie’. 
“Silver Rogue” was the other 70 h.p. 
and had Roi-de-Belges style tourer 
coachwork. Thank you John, | stand 
corrected. 


S.A. Branch Activities 


Following my comments in my 
Editorial in the same issue Gavin 
Sandford-Morgan, Senior  Vice- 
President of the South Australian 
Branch, telephoned and discussed, 
amongst other things, the absence of 
material in PRAECLARUM dealing 
with the activities of that Branch. It 
seems that the South Australian 
Branch is unique in that it does not 
hold regular meetings, has no news- 
letter and only occasionally has an 
event of any kind whatsoever! 
“That’s the way we like it,” said 
Gavin. 


Martin Bennett 


FROM THE FEDERAL 
SECRETARY 


Federal Rally 

Members are requested to return 
rally registration forms to the West- 
ern Australia Branch as soon as 
possible. From all accounts the rally 
promises to be most enjoyable and 
we look forward to seeing as many 
Eastern State members as possible. 


Ghost prices 

Readers may recall from my col- 
umn in June PRAECLARUM the re- 
cord asking price (approximately 1.4 
million Australian dollars) for chas- 
sis 60565. At the other end of the 
scale | hear that a lucky South 
Australian member has recently 
acquired, locally, a 1921 Silver 
Ghost, with original Barker coach- 
work, in running condition, and 
only had to part with 6,000 of our 
Australian dollars! Elsewhere in this 
issue is an interesting Ghost Chassis 
297KF for sale, apparently owned by 
an inspector in the Hong Kong 
Police. Its previous owner was Presi- 
dent Quezon, the first President of 
the Philippines. Whilst it appears to 
need substantial restoration work it 
may be of interest to an enthusiastic 
restorer. 


Rolls-Royce growing older 

Recent research has lead the 
English Veteran Car Clubs’ Dating 
Committee to accept that “Little 
Sue”, the Company’s original 10 hp 
registration SU-13, is a year older 
than previously thought! Until this 
year she had always been thought of 
as a 1905 model, but now it has 
been decreed that as she was under 
construction during 1904, she can 


1067 


now take part in the annual London 
to Brighton Run for vehicles built or 
being built prior to 31.12.1904. 
Accordingly last November she took 
to the road in this event, for the first 
time, successfully finishing the 60 
mile run in approximately 4 hours, 
in company with her sister car (own- 
ed by Scottish enthusiast Tom Love), 
which is the oldest Rolls-Royce in 
existence. 


Marketing tactics 

At the last British Motor Show 
Rolls-Royce adopted a change in 
marketing tactics, | encouraging 
members of the public to visit the 
stand and take part in various craft 
activities, including coachline paint- 
ing. Separate areas were occupied 
for the Rolls-Royce and Bentley mar- 
ques, with the three Bentleys on 
display (Bentley Eight, Continental 
Convertible, and Mulsanne Turbo) 
all being finished in the latest colour 
Vermilion Fire, a very bright red! 

Bright colours were also the order 
of the day when Bentley Motors sent 
a contingent of Mulsanne Turbos to 
commemorate the 60th Anniversary 
of the famous Bentley win at Le 
Mans. It was apparently quite an 
awe-inspiring sight when seven 
Mulsanne Turbos, finished in red, 
white and blue paint work, thunder- 
ed down the Mulsanne straight at 
speeds slightly in excess of 140 
miles per hour! 


New Bentley 

in addition to the new Bentley 
Eight, Bentley Motors has recently 
introduced an alternative version of 
the Mulsanne Turbo, known as the 
Turbo R, which has new firmer front 
suspension and_ altered steering 
geometry which gives it more sport- 
ing handling, in keeping with its 
tremendous performance (0 to 60 
miles per hour in under 7 seconds). 


Key number 

The chassis number of your car is 
its most permanent identification 
number. It is the only guaranteed 
way to trace the history of your car 
in the Company or Club archives. In 
the future, it will prove even more 
vital to identify the standard-steel 
bodied cars this way. Members who 
photograph cars will be especially 
well regarded if they jot down a 
car’s chassis number on the reverse 
of a photograph before putting it ina 
scrapbook. If only the photographers 
of the past had done this consis- 
tently! 


Look forward to see you in Perth! 


Keith Wherry 


Below: the new facia design for the 
Turbo R, incorporating a rev. coun- 
ter in front of the driver and other 
instruments in a centre console. The 
photo on the opposite page shows 
the new alloy wheels for this model. 


Lnvuuu! 


2 


VICTORIA 


These photographs arrived too late 
for inclusion in the last issue’s cover- 
age of the 1985 Victoria Branch 
Concours. They were taken by Gra- 
ham Cornish and show the various 
Class Winners. 1: Overall Winner 
and Best Silver Ghost, 1913 SG 
(232OE) with proud owner/restorer, 
- Noel Tishler. 2: Gil Ralph’s 1936 
20/25 (GTK20). 3: Roth Gair’s 1954 
SD (SUJ98). 4: Dale O’Sullivan’s 
1962 SCii (SAE305). 5: Robert 
Ward's 1976 SS (SRH24017). 
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FROM THE BRANCHES 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


Picnic with the Ponies — California 
Style 

Having advised our American 
Club colleagues that a visit from us 
was imminent, Nick Preston and 
myself were invited to join the 
Southern California Region’s Con- 
cours day to be held at Santa Anita 
Race Track on Easter Sunday. 

We were able to alter our sched- 
ule to be in Los Angeles for that day, 
which dawned a little drizzly. Find- 
ing the correct Freeway west to 
Santa Anita proved not too difficult 
and we arrived at the Race Track at 
10.00 a.m. 

The infield was a sea of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. Apparently 
there were prizes to be awarded for 
the usual Concours classes plus 
prizes for dress as well as for the best 
Easter Day picnic lunch table. 

What elegance there was! Picnic 
tables covered with lace table 
cloths, crystal champagne glasses 
(with, of course, the necessary of top 
quality with which to keep them 
full), silver chalices, silver cutlery, 
best of crockery (English of course), 
crystal chandeliers hanging from 
appropriately decorated supports or 
in tents — opulence at its American 
best. 

The prizes were large — and | 
mean LARGE — crystal vases, 
cookie jars, plates, glasses, etc., all 
laid out on two huge tables. There 
was a ratio of nearly one prize per 
car — and there were about 160 
cars there! 
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Of special interest to us as Austra- 
lians were a Silver Dawn with 
Queensland  QU0-000 number 
plates (we couldn't believe our eyes) 
and Dick Philippi’s Australian- 
bodied Silver Ghost which Dick 
purchased from George Sevenoaks 
(see PRAECLARUM 5-84. —Ed.) 

We also noted with great interest 
the Easter eggs made and displayed 
by some. They were incredible! 
Easter eggs painted with Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley emblems must have 
taken many hours and lots of talent 
to make. The horse races were run 
on the track as a normal race day, 
with the cars in the centre area being 
an added attraction. 


We could not possibly have par- 
taken of even a small portion of the 
hospitality offered to us on this day. 
There is no doubt that our American 
friends know how to be hospitable 
and they are extremely warm to- 
wards Australians. Of course we 
wore our “Advance Australia’ 
sweaters for advertising purposes! 
We saw many unusual body styles 
and took the opportunity of photo- 
graphing some. 

This was a most convivial day of 
which we were most grateful to be a 
part. On another part of our trip we 
visited the almost unkown — a 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley — car 
wrecker! 


On the street parked outside the 
shop was a burnt-out Camargue, a 
Silver Shadow II, an R-type and an S 
series. To say the least, Nick and | 
couldn’t believe our eyes to see 
these cars in various stages of being 
dismantled, but still parked in the 
street. Inside, there were open 
shelves with parts too numerous to 
mention all out in the weather. 
The owner was a proper character 
— almost out of the movies. We had 
a nice time sifting through his stock. 
| should point out that nothing was 
particularly cheap, however, the 
enormity of the available stock was 
mind boggling. We were once again 
treated most hospitably and really 
enjoyed our visit to what had to be 
the American version of Steptoe and 
Son. 
Phil Morrow 
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The license plate on this handsome drophead tends to 1939 Wraith with fine H.J. Mulliner “high-vision’’ 
suggest that we are looking at a 20/25! coachwork. See the transparent panel above the wind- 
screen? 


Despite our favourable climate, we don’t see these .... and their later design with long front wings. 
Mk.VI dropheads in Australia. This is Park Ward’s early 
design... 


These Silver Cloud dropheads, too, are unkown in Australia, but verging on 
commonplace in the U.S. This, of course, is an H.J. Mulliner product using 
the main body panels of the standard saloon. 
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An impressive flowing design from Hoopers on a long wheelbase Silver Wraith 
chassis of around 1953-54. 


Hoe Hum?! 1956 $1 Continental with Park Ward Drophead coupé 
coachwork. A pity the lovely plum colour won’t show 
up in black and white! 


} One of Hj. Mulliner’s less successful styling experi- Definitely one of Mulliner’s most successful designs — a 
ments — on a Bentley $1 Continental chassis. Back to Flying Spur Saloon on an $2 Continental chassis. 


the drawing board! 


This Hooper two-door saloon on a Mk.VI chassis shares the styling features 
of the Silver Wraith at the top of the page. 


tN ae All photographs by 
= bd ¥ P Nick Preston 
, ey (N.S.W.) 
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N.S.W. Branch members Harvey and Gail Dearing own a delightful pair of 
off-white H.J. Mulliner-bodied Silver Wraiths. One is a 1949 car, chassis No 
WDC 59, to the coachbuilder’s design number 7062 and the other is 1952 
chassis No WSG 26 with the later design number 7249 coachwork. 
Coincidently, Victoria Branch member Graeme Dowd until recently owned a 
matching pair in black — 1949 chassis No WDC 3 and 1951 chassis No 
WLE 21. Due to the fascinating, almost infinite, variety of post-war coachbuilt 
cars, the term “matching pair’ needs to be interpreted fairly loosely. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the Dearing and ex-Dowd pairs are ostensibly to 
the same coachbuilders’ designs, there are quite significant differences. The 
ex-Dowd cars may be regarded as ‘‘standard’’ H.J. Mulliner Touring 
Limousines. The Dearing cars, on the other hand, are both variations on the 
norm for these designs — indeed WSG 26 is almost certainly unique with its 
smaller than standard rear quarter-lights and paired grilles in the front wings 
below the headlights. WDC 59 is unusual in being an owner-driver saloon with 
no division. 

Sadly, WDC 3 and WLE 21, named ‘Garfield’ and “Winston” respectively, 
were recently sold outside the Club. 


M.L.B. 


Above: WDC 3 with WLE 21 in the background. 

Below: WLE21 with WDC3 in the background. 

Both photographs were taken by the Editor at this year’s Victoria Branch 
Concours d’Elegance. 


WSG26. Built new for H.M. The Queen’s gynaecologist 
Sir Horace (now Lord) Evans. 


This view shows the small rear quarter-light. Compare 
with WLE21 opposite. 


Companions in the rear quarters of WDC 59. WDC3 is 
similar, 


WDC59. The “standing” type mascots on both the 
Dearing cars on non-standard for Silver Wraiths and 


reflect the owners’ preference. 


The sumptuously appointed interior of WSG26. The 
companions in the rear quarter are non-standard for this 
design and were able to be fitted due to the smaller than 
standard quarter-lights. 


Le AE ) aie 
WSG26 oozes booze! More goodies in compartments in 
the rear doors. 


Compartments below the picnic tables in the backs of 
WDC59’s front seats contain still more beverages! 
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ROL.S-ROYCE pxsuremacsars: 


GRAPIAS BOUSOR 


A COLLECTORS GUHA 


“Collector's Guides: THE ROLLS- 
ROYCE AND BENTLEY 

Volume 1: Standard production 
models 1945-1965 

Volume 2: Coachbuilt models 
1945-1985” by Graham Robson. 
Published by Motor Racing 
Publications Ltd., London, 1984 
Each volume contains 144 pages. 
and numerous illustrations. $19.95 
each. 


Both these books are among the 
most detailed and comprehensive 
on the subject of Rolls-Royce/ 
Bentley to be released in the past 
four or five years. Author Graham 
Robson is no newcomer to the 
Rolls-Royce bibliography, having 
already produced the Osprey Auto 
History on the Silver Cloud series. 
His decision to divide the latest 
Collector’s Guides into several 
volumes is both logical and success- 
ful; in volume 1 the reader is taken 
through the evolution of the post- 
war, separate-chassis cars from a 


largely technical standpoint, while 
volume 2 deals specifically with the 
‘non-standard’ derivatives of these 
types and, of course, the huge varie- 
ty of coachwork with which they 
were clad. 

In the first book there are chapters 
devoted to each of the ‘standard 
steel’ types, i.e. Mark VI, Silver 
Dawn, R-type, and Silver Clouds/S- 
types 1, 2 and 3. Each chapter traces 
the origin and development of the 
various models, in doing which 
Robson describes the different per- 
mutations of carburation, cubic 
Capacity, instrumentation and gear- 
shifts which characterised these 
types and were dependent on the 
cars’ destination for either home or 
export markets. The excellent text is 
enhanced by a wealth of pictorial 
detail, notably superb close-ups of 
chassis and engine components and 
interior views. A tiny quibble here, 
though — the author has reproduc- 
ed the same photo of a B60 engine 
twice in the same volume; a genuine 
oversight? — or a minor exercise in 
‘padding’? 

Volume 2 begins by tracing the 
pre-war decline of, and_ attrition 
amongst the traditional coach- 
builders, then looks at the cessation 
of car production at Derby when a 
certain moustachioed ex-house- 
painter changed the course of his- 
tory in 1939. The post-war cars then 
come under Robson’s scrutiny, the 
emphasis here being on the classic 
coachbuilt versions, from Silver 
Wraith through Bentley Continentals 
to Phantom VI. Incidentally, the 
long-wheelbase examples of the Sil- 
ver Cloud/S-Series fall within the 
scope of this volume, given that their 
‘stretched’ bodies were manufactur- 
ed by R-R’s coachbuilding subsidi- 
ary Park Ward. 

The chapter on Phantoms V and 
VI is especially good, providing 
much information on the Royal cars. 
By the way, Robson reveals there is 
an easy way to tell a PV and PVI 
apart. On the latter the rear doors 
open in the conventional manner, 
whereas those on the PV are of the 
‘suicide’ type, i.e. hinged at the 
rear.* 
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As with volume 1, the standard of 
this book is of a very high order and 
almost faultless — ‘almost’ being the 
operative word, for in an untypical 
inaccuracy Robson asserts that Sil- 
ver Wraiths were fitted with in-built 
hydraulic jacks. While this feature 
was certainly described and illustrat- 
ed in contemporary pre-production 
press reports, such jacks were not 
installed in the series-production Sil- 
ver Wraith chassis. 

Photographic coverage in volume 
2 is again extensive — and speaking 
of pictures, if you thought the Nubar 
Gulbenkian Silver Wraith was the 
ugliest Rolls-Royce ever, then a look 
at the upper photo on page 27 will 
convince you otherwise. It depicts a 
Silver Wraith — identifiable only by 
its mascot as a Rolls-Royce — bod- 
ied by Poberejsky of Poland, and 
resembling a hideous mixture of 
Peugeot 203, Volvo PV444, ‘beetle- 
back’ Standard Vanguard and the 
Soviet-built Pobeda! Enough said! 

In keeping with the series theme 
of Collector’s Guides, both books 
feature plenty of sensible advice on 
buying, restoring and maintaining a 
‘Crewe Thoroughbred’. Also com- 
mon to the two volumes are several 
appendices encompassing technical 
specifications, chassis numbers, 
production and delivery figures, and 
performance data. 

By way of summary, these are 
excellent, well-researched books, 
full of the sort of detailed inform- 
ation and illustrations that the true 
enthusiast would relish. To say more 
would be merely gilding the lily — 
my only remaining comment is that | 
can hardly wait for volume 3 in the 
series, covering the monocoque 
Shadow, Corniche and Camargue 
types. 

Roger Thiedeman 


*This is not a wholly reliable guide to 
distinguishing the PVI from a Mulliner, Park 
Ward PV. The earliest PVIs differed from the 
PV only in having slightly shorter bonnet 
panels to make way for a scuttle air intake 
grille, and revised facia style. The doors to the 
rear compartment of these early PVIs were 
rear-hinged like those of the PV. — Ed. 
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“ROLLS-ROYCE, the Complete 
Works: the best 599 Stories about 
the World’s Best Car’ by Mike Fox 
and Steve Smith; Faber, London, 
1984. 

Paperback. £3.95. 


In PRAECLARUM 6—84 this book 
received an unfavourable review. 
After having seen a copy, this re- 
viewer disagrees with the underlying 
hostility towards the book that 
appeared to be inherent in that 
earlier review. Alright, it is true that 
Harry Thompson’s 20/25 “The 
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Mayflower” does not get a mention, 
but at least one well-known Aust- 
ralian resident car — David Davis’ 
20 h.p. — DOES, even if David’s 
surname is misspelt! David’s car is 
said to hold “‘the current record 
mileage for a Rolls-Royce’ — at 
700,000 miles. Alright, it is true that 
many of the ‘‘stories’’ are not stories 
as such, more anecdotes really, and 
indeed some are merely statements 
of fact. The fact that some of the 
“facts’’ are “doubtiul’’ does not 
detract from the entertaining, amus- 
ing and tong-in-cheek nature of the 
book. 

The fact that such eminent Rolls- 
Royce Motors personages as David 
Preston (Publicity) and Lewis Gaze 
(Trademark Protection), | among 
others, contributed to and assisted 
with the manuscript, and that per- 
mission was granted for the use of 
Company trademarks, would tend to 
indicate to this reviewer that per- 
phaps Rolls-Royce Motors would 
not have wished the book ‘‘Spirited 
away.....in the dead of night’. 

Unfortunately, there are some 
screaming errors, the most obvious 
of which is a photograph of two 
men, neither of whom is Charles 
Rolls, seated in a 20 h.p. 4-cylinder 
Rolls-Royce and captioned ‘Rolls in 
his first car, a Peugot.”” 


Among the more amusing anect- 
dotes is the one: 

“In the first days of the Second 
World War a lady owner in 
Guernsey, fearful that the Ger- 
mans would invade and mis- 
appropriate her Rolls-Royce 
Twenty, phoned Conduit Street 
for help. Within twenty-four hours 
two chaps in brown bowlers arriv- 
ed, dismantled the Twenty and 
concealed it in bits in a barn. They 
left after reassuring the lady that, 
like General MacArthur, they 
would return. The Nazis invaded. 
The car stayed safe in its hiding 
place. Four years later when the 
first British landing craft beached 
near St. Peter Port, out streamed 
200 infantrymen — and two 
chaps in brown bowlers.’ 


Unfortunately for those who would 
fondly like to believe this story is 
true, it is contained in the chapter 
entitled ““Aprocrypha’’! Apparently, 
the story that Nostradamus predict- 
ed the emergence of the Rolls-Royce 
car as early as 1548 is also of 
doubtful authenticity! However, 
there are plenty of true ones to make 
up for these — as we all know, truth 
is often stranger than fiction when it 
comes to Rolls-Royce! 


M.1.B. 
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Shirley Jarvis 
For your next issue you may Care 
to mention the retirement of Mrs 
Shirley Jarvis on the 31st May, 1985. 
Shirley started with the Company in 
December, 1960 and joined the 
Rolls-Royce Division in July, 1972. 
A loyal supporter of the Owner’s 
Club and one who has watched 
“behind the scene” for the Club one 
can only say how much she will be 

missed. 

Roger Falkner 
General Manager 
Rolls-Royce Division 
York Motors (Sales) Pty. Ltd. 


The following letter was received by 
Cliff Allin (Vic.) and is reproduced in 
the hope that someone may remem- 
ber the car referred to therein. The 
registration number was (N.S.W.) 
BHL-027. 


Mystery PI 

Greetings from New Jersey. | saw 
your name and address listed on a 
folder published by our own RROC 
and thought you might be able to 
shed some light on a question that 
has intrigued me for over 25 years. 

Almost that many years ago some 
of our relatives in New Zealand sent 
us a copy of the ‘Australian Post’’ 
for August 15, 1917, in which 
appeared a most interesting article 
about a PI Rolls that won the Ampol 
Trial that year. | have kept that 
article all these years, against the 
time when | would be able to find 
someone knowledgeable about vin- 
tage Rollses in Australia. A copy is 
enclosed. 

My question is in several parts: 
does the RROC of Australia know 
about this car and its present where- 
abouts and ownership? What is the 
chassis number if known? What type 


body does it carry? Who was the 
body builder? Who was the original 
owner, if known? Has the car been 
raced in any Ampol races or races of 
other types since the 1957 race? 
| will appreciate very much any 
light you can shed on this most 
interesting Rolls of Mrs. Blanche 
Brown’s, and | will be greatly 
interested in having a question 
answered that | have waited a 
quarter-century to ask. 
James Pearsall 
P.O. Box 128 
Zarephath, NJ 08890 USA 


Crewe Visit 

| was in the United Kingdom for a 
couple of weeks in May and visited 
the Rolls-Royce factory at Crewe. 
This visit was kindly arranged by Sir 
Richard Cave who is the Chairman 
of Vickers P.L.C. Rolls-Royce is 
now part of the Vickers group. 

In fact, it is a very valuable part of 
the Vickers group earning the high- 
est profit of all the Vickers divisions 
(£14M) from annual sales of £149M 
in 1984. It is interesting to note also 
that the Managing Director of Vick- 
ers P.L.C. is David Plastow, a former 


Managing Director of Rolls-Royce 
Motors Ltd. Many members of the 
R.R.O.C. of A. would have met 
David when he visited Australia. 

At the factory my tour gide turned 
out to be the same person who had 
taken me around in 1977. Bert 
Walton was a former motor car 
tester and in 1977 was working in 
the Public Relations Department. 
This time he was retired but he 
comes back to work frequently to 
keep in touch and act as a guide for 
visitors. Bert is a wonderful guide, 
having a detailed knowledge of the 
factory and the product. 

There have been only minor 
changes in the factory layout from 
1977 to 1985. The product is cer- 
tainly a little different and, in my 
view, it has significantly improved. 
(How do you improve on excellent?) 
The major difference inside the fac- 
tory is that photography, which was 
permitted in 1977 is now not allow- 
ed and this is the reason why you 
will not be receiving all of those 
photographs that | promised! | guess 
this rule is understandable but it was 
unfortunate from my point of view 
as almost all of the many photo- 
graphs | took in 1977 were subse- 
quently spoiled by the very powerful 
X-Ray scan which is applied to all 
baggage taken aboard the ‘‘Con- 
corde.”’ 

Two or three items of interest 
were however noted in the factory 
and these were of interest to me 
although | suppose everyone else 
knows all about them. Firstly, there 
is leather upholstery and leather 
upholstery. Only some leather is 
dyed right through its thickness — 
most is only surface dyed. Only the 
top of the range Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models have the former — 
but | am told that this is only 
because there is a limited quantity 


available and insufficient for all 
vehicles produced. Secondly, there 
is a growing demand for black vehi- 
cles with dark windows. Not your 
old black black mind, it is officially 
called ebony or irridescent black. 
About 25% of the vehicles being 
built when I visited there were 
ebony and most were left-hand 
drive. You don’t have to be a Sher- 
lock Holmes to deduce that the 
demand for this colour is coming 
from the U.S. market which, in- 
cidentally, with the high value of the 
U.S. dollar, is extremely strong. 
Finally, | noticed a number of Bent- 
ley Mulsanne Turbos fitted with very 
attractive alloy wheels which | 
thought particularly stylish. | have 
enclosed a photograph of my guide 
Bert Walton beside an ebony Bent- 
ley Mulsanne Turbo fitted with the 
alloy wheels.* Although | did not see 
it in the flesh, there was also a lot of 
talk about the Bentley ‘Project 90’. 
This appears to be a two-door Mul- 
sanne Turbo with a very attractive 
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“low slung” (is that an acceptable 
Rolls-Royce description?) body and, 
(I understand) an “‘improved’’ power 
plant although no one seemed to 
want to talk about the latter. | guess 
that is how a hotted-up version of 
the turbo eight is described at 
Crewe. | acquired a picture of the 
Bentley “Project 90’ fitted of 
course, with the alloy wheels. For 
those who already have their che- 
que books at the ready | was advised 
“not to try to hold your breath’ until 
it becomes available. 

When | arrived at Crewe Railway 
Station from London the heavens 
opened and when the car arrived 
from the factory (a red Bentley Mul- 
sanne Turbo) | could barely see it 
from inside the Station (if it had’ve 
been black | might still be waiting). 
However, once aboard the weather 


seemed to be inconsequential and I’ 


must say that | was tempted to revise 
my opinion that the New Phantom 
was the best car ever produced by 
Rolls-Royce! 

My congratulations to you, Mar- 
tin, for your splendid efforts in pro- 
ducing a magazine of the quality 
you have now. achieved with 
PRAECLARUM. | found that it is very 
highly regarded overseas and is a 
great credit to you. 

Jim Kelso 
N.S.W. Branch 


*The Turbo model with alloy wheels 
is designated the ‘‘Turbo R’’. (See 
Editorial) — Ed. 


Left: Jim Kelso’s photo of his guide at 
Crewe, Bert Walton. Top: the Bent- 
ley “Project 90” with, in the back- 
ground, a beautiful S series Con- 
tinental with HJ. Mulliner coach- 
work. 
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As a sequel to the last issue’s front cover photo we have this shot of the Commonwealth Government's Long 


Wheelbase Silver Cloud III cabriolet chassis N° CAL39 conveying the America’s Cup through the streets of Perth. Two of 
these cars were delivered to the then Dept. of Supply in 1962, the other one being on chassis N° CAL37. Only three to 
this design were built by Mulliners on SCIIl chassis. Note the single headlights — a feature that frequently gives rise to a 
mistaken belief that these cars are Silver Cloud Ils. Photo courtesy of Western Australian Newspapers Ltd. 


TECHNICAL 
SECTION 


Technical Tips and Helpful Hints by 
Bill Fane. 

Parental and/or viewer discretion 
is advised. Pay attention now; there 
will be a short quiz at the end. 

The subject of today’s sermon is 
locks and keys, on which | am 
reputed to have a passing know- 
ledge. To begin with, DO NOT 
ATTEMPT TO REMOVE DOOR 
LOCKS until | tell you how. To 


remove the door locks of pre- 
Shadow/T series cars, first open the 
door and look at the edge of it near 
the lock. You will find a screw close 
to the outer skin, exactly in line with 
the centre of the keyed cylinder. 
Slacken this screw off 3 or 4 tuns. 
Now insert your key, rotate it 180° 
and leave it there. The entire cylin- 
der assembly will now simply un- 
thread from the door. The cylinder 
cannot be removed completely 
without first rotating the key 180°; if 
you attempt to force it out without 
first rotating the key you will cause 
grievous harm to come to the 
mechanism. With the cylinder re- 
moved, you can see why. 

When you replace the cylinder, 
be careful not to cross-thread it. The 
thread is quite fine. Tighten the 
clamping screw, ensuring that it 
enters the groove in the side of the 
cylinder and does not crush the 
cylinder threads. 

If a cylinder is sticky or baulky, it 


probably just needs cleaning. DO 
NOT dismantle it; it will explode 
into a handful of tiny springs and 
pins if you try. Flush it out with a 
commercial solvent or lighter fluid, 
and blow it out with compressed air. 
A senior product designer for a 
major lock manufacturer (i.e. me) 
recommends use of a dry white 
graphite or teflon powder to lubri- 
cate locks. DO NOT USE OIL; it will 
gum up the aforementioned small 
parts. Many locksmiths use WD-40 
but we have not tested it in our labs. 
Any reputable locksmith can cut a 
duplicate key, can fit a key to a lock 
when the keys have been lost, and 
can change the keys if you so desire. 
And now for the short quiz: what 
has four legs, eats oats, and can see 
equally well from either end?* 


*-gsuoy puljg e sl dJamsue dy] 


Overheating: 
Silver Cloud II and Iil 

Many of these engines are still 
fitted with the all-metal cylinder 
head gaskets, VH 5693, which con- 
tribute, in the majority of cases, to 
overheating, sometimes of consider- 
able severity. 

These all-metal gaskets should be 
replaced with the black composition 
gaskets, part No VE 31004. The 
former allows combustion gases 
under high pressure, particularly 
when conditions of work are wide- 
open throttle at intermediate revs, to 
seep into the coolant apertures, and 
displace water via the radiator press- 
ure relief. They also cause gas and 
steam pockets with consequential 
very high localised temperatures, 
which can in some extremes contri- 
bute to distortion and possible 
cracking of the adjacent light alloy 
of the heads and block. 

When gaskets VE 31004 are fitted, 
it is urged that a second head-nut 
nip (or re-tighten) be done after 
approximately 10 heat-cycles, i.e. 
after 10 usages of the car. 

if the car has exceeded 75/80,000 
miles, and whilst the cylinder heads 
are removed, it is considered most 
advisable to remove the tappet cov- 
er and lift out the tappets (or cam 
followers) one by one; and check 
the faces for fretting. Prolonged use 
with fretted tappets can cause scuf- 
fing of the cams. A most expense 
activity. 

The faces of the tappets have a 35 
inch radius, and they should not be 
ground flat. Complementary to the 
35 inch radius is a slant on the cams 
of 7 minutes (7/60th degree) to 
provide an off-centre contact in 
order to induce a rotating and even- 
wear condition. Should the tappets 
inadvertently become mixed, the 
location can be obtained by clean- 
ing the upper rim where one can 
see, say, B3 Y (or Z). B3 means 
locate in the third guide from the 
front in ‘B’ bank (LH Side). The code 
‘Y’ or ‘Z’ indicates the diameter of 
the tappet, for selective assembly 
purposes at the factory. 


Light Alloy Cylinder Blocks: 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 

The general impression of alumi- 
nium alloy cylinder blocks is that 
under conditions of high tempera- 
ture, such as caused by loss of 
coolant, due usually to a burst, old 
heater hose, the cast-in stresses re- 
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lieve themselves, and the block dis- 
torts. This is true, but why don’t our 
Rolls-Royce blocks similarly distort? 

The writer experienced the results 
of a Silver Shadow engine that had 
been so hot that the inlet valve stems 
had become blue; the solder in the 
sump oil-level float had melted; and 
the lower cylinder seals had assum- 
ed a permanent oval set in section. 
When started a few days later, no 
audible sounds of such suffering 
could be noticed, rather like a good 
horse or dog that will die in service 
for you, without indicating distress. 

About an hour’s drive south of 
Crewe is one of the largest alumi- 
nium alloy foundries in the U.K., 
named Birmal Castings Ltd. Their 
history goes back to 1900 when they 
started to make alloy castings for 
Clement-Talbot Motor Co. Ltd. In 
1912 Birmal adopted a revolution- 
ary method of die casting known as 
the Cothias method. They later 
pioneered the first die-cast alloy car 
engine piston, and also sold a set of 
design drawings and dies to the 
Aluminium Co of America, who 
developed the ‘Lynite’ piston, 
almost entirely used by American 
car manufacturers. During the war 
they supplied crankcases and other 
components to Rolls-Royce for their 
27 litre V12 Merlin and other en- 
gines. More recently they produced 
castings for the V12 diesel engine, 
and the 13 litre, 320 B.H.P. six 
cylinder diesel engine used by 
Foden, truck manufacturer, to pro- 
duce the ‘Whispering Giant’ which 
has a noise level of 80 decibels, 
approximately half that of the usual 
heavy truck. 

After casting, the Rolls-Royce 
cylinder blocks are handed to the 
Birmal Laboratories for X-raying, 
Infra-Red Die Checks, and heat 
treatment. It is this heat treatment 
that relieves sufficient of the casting 
contractional stresses to give the 
extraordinary shape stability to our 
cylinder blocks. 

Although this article but just 
scratches the surface of the huge 
iceberg of technology of Rolls- 
Royce, it is hoped that it will rein- 
force our Members’ confidence in 
their auto investment, and counter 
any negative observations of some 
traditional ‘experts’. 

Lionel Archer 


(From the New Zealand 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
Club’s “Technical Manual”. 


MARKET PLACE 
CARS FOR SALE 


1923 Silver Ghost (297KF). Springfield roll- 
ing chassis. Right hand drive. Originally fitted 
Brewster Tilbury body number WC1079. 
Delivered New York 16 September 1924. 
Appears fairly complete. Original body illustr- 
ated page 50 ‘Rolls-Royce in America”. 
Interesting history. Presently stored in the 
Philippines. $US14,000.00. Further details 
contact Nu Wave Publishing Company, Syd- 
ney (02) 949 7405 or 949 7999. 


1923 Silver Ghost (23NK) Waring Bros. 
6-pass. tourer, $50,000. 1929 20/25 h.p., 
(GXO42) Martin and King saloon, $30,000. 
Walter Vears, 3 Haynes St., Highett, 3190. 
(03) 555 5206. 


1926 20 h.p. (GZK21) A fastidiously restored 
concours winning car. Reluctantly offered for 
sale at $40,000. Graham Singer (07) 
378 5970. 


1934 Phantom II Continental (60SK) short- 
chassis Gurney Nutting Owen Sedanca Drop- 


head Coupé. Featured in James Flood 
Volumes 1 & 2. Good unrestored condition. 
$125,000. Mrs. Fiona Shorthouse (059) 
75 7244. 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS’ CLUB 


A descriptive advertisment of reasonable length 
is free to those members who do not regularly deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars or equipment. Others are charged $15.00 per 
advertisement (less for multiple advertisements). 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from any 
person. Photographs should be clear black and 
white or colour prints. Please send a duplicate print 
as return cannot be guaranteed. 
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MARKET PLACE 


Parties dealing in motor cars must, where 
required by law, quote their dealer’s licence 
number and comply with all other statutory require- 
ments relating to their advertising. 

Cheques should be made payable to R.R.O.C. 
and must accompany advertisement. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


Classified advertisements should be factual and 
truthful. Persons found misrepresenting cars. parts 
or services will be denied further advertising. 
Those advertisements relating to cars for sale must 
specify chassis number and price. All classified 
ads will be edited and may be condensed and may 
be rejected without explanation or discussion. 
Facts and data for each advertisement should be 
typed or handwritten clearly on fetter size white 
paper and forwarded to Keith Wherry, 105A 
Clarence Street, Sydney 2000 


Deadlines are 21st July (August issue), 21st September (October issue), 21st November (December issue), 21st January 


(February issue), 21st 
be accepted. 


CARS FOR SALE 


1951 Bentley Mk. VI (B148MD) 4.5 ltr. 
Standard Saloon. Excellent appearance, 
mechanically sound. New tyres, 12 months’ 
N.S.W. reg. Door rubbers and front seat 
cushions need attention. Light metallic green. 
$18,500 ONO. John Taylor (062) 58 6127(h) 
81 5533 (w) 


1961 Silver Cloud I (SWC660) ex-Keith 
Brennan car. Awards won 1979/80/81/82. 
New tyres. 12 months’ registration. Driven 
less than 700 miles in last two years. Immacu- 
late condition. $28,000 firm. j. Budden (049) 
55 8464, 


arch (April issue), 21st 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Vintage Silver Ghost parts: 
2 Front Springs 
2 Rear Springs 
1 Front Axle with stub axles and king 

pins $2000.00 o.n.o 
1 Firewall with floor board brackets $300.00 
Pair P100 Headlamps $250.00 
Peter McGrath (02) 326 1778 


PARTS WANTED 


For 1936 Bentley 4% litre: set of wheels, with 
or without tyres. Darren Overend, ‘Chevy 
Chase,” Brighton Victoria. 3187. 

(03) 592 5475. 


The rule 
that what man 

, creates 

._ time destroys 

has one shining 

exception. 


YORK MOTORS UK MOTORS 
107 William Street, 123 Campbell Street, 
Sydney 

(02) 331 3333 


ay (June issue), although iate advertisements may sometimes be able to 


LITERATURE FOR SALE 


1917 Edition of Two Brave Brothers, the first 
book ever written on the Rolls Family, with 66 
illustrations, (photos) and in very sound order 
for its age. Original cloth binding. Collector's 
item, and very rare. lan Irwin, 25 Palmer St., 
Garran, A.C.T. 2605. (062) 81 6925. 


Handbook for Silver Shadow/Bentley T series 
from car serial number 13754. Good condi- 
tion. E.F. Byrne, 28 Coronation Ave., Potts- 
ville, 2489. 


LITERATURE WANTED 


PRAECLARUM No 76—4 August, 1976, to 
complete set for binding. Also any old issues 
of PRAECLARUM prior to 1974. lan Irwin, 25 
Palmer St., Garran, A.C.T. 2605. Phone (062) 
81 6925. 


Herston 
(07) 520101 


Sole distributors for 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Cars 
in N.S.W. & Qld. 
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BROCE. Ke ROSS (PTY. LEY: 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Parts and Service, including mechanical and coachwork restorations and repairs. 
Extensive range of spare parts for all models including hard-to-get parts. Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1983 
— engine, electrical, transmission and chassis parts — genuine tools, handbooks, workshop manuals, body 
panels, original Mk.VI/Dawn door and boot seals, original Cloud series door seals, Silver Wraith/Dawn/ 
Mk.VI fog lights, Dawn/Mk.VI etc. roof aerials, exchange refurbished badged headlights, bakelite battery box 
covers, Shadow hubcaps (plain and ventilated), V8 engine oil filter kits, Dawn/Mk.VI clutch housings to 
covert 10” clutch to 11’, thousands of body items, special nuts, bolts and screws, many obsolete items. 


SPECIAL ITEMS: 33” x 48” Posters: Silver Ghost AX-201 — $15.00; Bentley Mulsanne Turbo — $10.00. 
Obsolete and hard-to-get items for Silver Cloud/S tool tray: spark plug socket (UR8152) — $150.00; sump 


plug tool (UR4481) — $75.00. Mk.VI/Dawn sump plug spanners (RF5951) 


Marples screwdrivers (long and short) 


Silver Dawn/Mk.VI/R jacks (new) 


Silver Shadow Spare Parts Manuals, 2 volumes — $90.00 set. 


RR Embossed Rubber Floor Mats, 12’ x 7’’ — $29.75 each. 


Ash Trays, Set of 4, in glass 5” x 3'%"’ Black Backing and Gold kVehicle imprint Silver Ghost, Silver Cloud, R 
Type Continental, Bentley Mulsanne (in Presentation Case) - $25.00 a Set of 4 Trays. 


FEDERAL 
PRESIDENT Andrew Brownell 


SECRETARY Keith Wherry 


TREASURER AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
Margaret Miller 


HON. LEGAL ADVISOR Malcolm Johns 


REGISTRAR John Fittler 


AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRIFORY 
PRESIDENT Bill Coburn 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Martin Bennett 


INR. VICE-PRESIDENT May Goudie 
SECRETARY lan Dunn 
TREASURER Eric Goudie 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
lan Dunn, Martin Bennett 


NEW SOUTH WALES 
PRESIDENT Jim Redman 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT John Fittler 
JINR. VICE-PRESIDENT john Miller 


TREASURER Margaret Miller 
SECRETARY Wendy Friezer 


EDERAL DELEGATES 
Jim Redman 


Jim Kelso 

QUEENSLAND 

PRESIDENT 

SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT Barry Sparks 
JNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Keith Brennan 
SECRETARY David Sheppard 
TREASURER Sue Dunstan 


FEDERAL DELEGATE 
Guy Freeman 


Wallace Moorhouse 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 
340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, 2120 
(02) 84 1239, 84 1253. Telex: AA24158 


OR8052 


OFFICE BEARERS 


364 Carrington St., Adelaide, 5000 
W — (08) 272 4166 H — 223 7033 
34 Joubert St., Hunters Hill, 2110 
W — (02) 29 7445 H — 817 2992 


12 Woadvale Close, St. Ives, 2075 
W — (02) 341 5111 H— 449 426 
6/31 Ocean Ave., Double Bay, 2028 
W — (02) 231 4688 H — 32 2415 
12 Boonara Ave., Bondi, 2026 

W — (02) 51 3569 H — 305131 


1 Jersey St., Deakin, 2600 

W — (062) 65 4834 H—81 5584 

“Allambi’’, Yarra via Goulburn, 
N.S.W. 2580 

H — (048) 29 7140 

25 Cowper kSt., Ainslie 2602 

H — (062) 48 5183 

15 Cloncurry St. Kaleen, 2617 

W — (062) 46 8727 H — 41 3549 

25 Cowper S1., Ainslie, 2602 

H — (062) 48 5183 


11 Norwood Ave., Linfield, 2070 
W — (02) 33 0511 H — 46 4254 
12 Boonara Ave., Bondi, 2026 
W — (02) 51 3569 H — 305131 
12 Woodvale Cl., St. Ives, 2075 
W— 4515111 H — 449 4260 


119 Keston Ave., Mosman, 2088 
H — 969 5834 W — 267 1455 


22 Hope St., Pymble, 2073 
W — 20279 H — 441189 


6 Burgundy St., Carseldine, 4034 

H — (07) 263 4926 

22 Anora Cres., Ferny Hills, 4055 

H — (07) 351 1479 

16 Fortitude St., Toowong, 4066 

H — (07) 371 1333 

4] Fernberg Rd., Paddington, 4064 

H — (07) 3690553 

11 Mumbil St., Stafford Heights, 4053 
H — (07) 3590874 


961 Rode Rd., McDowall, 4053 
H — (07) 353 1732 

7 Grant St., Ashgrove, 4060 

H — (07) 38 5043 


Printed by Canberra Publishing and Printing Co. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Kim Sawers 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Gavin Sandford-Moargan 
INR. VICE-PRESIDENT John Ellis 

-TREASURER Peter Cox 

SECRETARY Tom Johnston 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan, Peter Cox 


VICTORIA 
PRESIDENT Gilbert Ralph 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Russell Rolls 


JNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Richard Knight 
SECRETARY Geoffrey May 
TREASURER lan Edwards 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
Albert Blashki, John Floyd 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
PRESIDENT Jeremy Greene 


SNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Con Keogh 


JNR. VICE-PRESIDENT Peter Deacon 
SECRETARY Diana Deacon 
TREASURER John Hall 


FEDERAL DELEGATES 
jeremy Greene 
Matt Smith 


Marples Screwdrivers 


RF5951 


UR4481 


187 Henley Beach Road, Torrensville, 5031 
H — (08) 43 5650 

37 Fuller kSt., Walkervile, 5081 

H — (08) 269 1285 

77 Sixth Ave., St. Peters. 5069 

H — (08) 42 3230 

48 Myall Ave., Kensington Gdns. 5068 

H — (08) 31 6766 

244 Waymouth St., Adelaide, 5000 

W — (08) 51 2241 


2 Bixter Crt., Mt. Waverley, 3149 
W — (03) 602 0372 H— (03) 277 4501 
17 MacFarlan St., South Yarra, 3141 


W — (03) 4294233 H— (03) 509 9746 


2/58 Kooyong Rd., Armadale, 3143 

W — (03) 605 8530 H — (03) 25 6572 

1/135 Osborne St., South Yarra, 3141 

H — (03) 26 4320 

“Dunalister Park’’, Mulawa St., Croydon, 3136 
H — (03) 723 2289 


309 Riverton Dr., Shelley, 6155 

H — (09) 457 2629 

6 Colac Pl., Kalamunda, 6076 

H — (09) 293 3635 

11 Almondbury Rd., Mt. Lawley, 6050 
11 Almondbury Rd., Mt, Lawley, 6050 
16 Redmund St., St. Lucia, 6152 


50 Napier St., Cottesloe, 6011 
H — (09) 384 1203 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


Whilst every care is taken to check information published in Praeclarum, no 
responsibility can be accepted for errors. 


Subscription — 


Praeclarum is available on a subscription basis at $15 per year to non-members and 
for those members who require an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry no 
membership privileges. The rate quoted is for surface mail inland and overseas. 


Changes of Address — 


Members of the Club should approach their Branch Secretary in the first instance to 
advise non-receipt of an issue or change of address. 
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